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On Nov. 29, Ruben Blades confirmed that the Papa Egoro party had complied with the last
remaining requirement for formal registration as a political party with the Electoral Tribunal
(Tribunal Electoral, TE). The announcement was made during a national convention, held in
Panama City, attended by 120 Papa Egoro members. "Today, the political life of our party formally
begins," Blades told the convention. Blades declared that Papa Egoro will be the "first political
party in the world" to guarantee that half of all party leadership and administrative posts go to
women. He sharply criticized traditional Panamanian parties for consistently marginalizing women
in party politics. Commenting on the Nov. 15 referendum on proposed constitutional reforms,
Blades expressed concern over the high abstention rate. "I am terrified by the fact that 70% of the
population has indicated they are simply not interested in the political process," he said. Blades also
said he favors the proposal to convoke a constituent assembly which would draft a new constitution,
adding that such an assembly should be comprised not only of "eminent persons" without party
affiliation, but also of representatives of workers, women, farmers and indigenous peoples. (Source:
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias- Spanish news service EFE, 11/29/92)
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